Dagata 2016-2017
Honors 9 English

Lord of the Flies


Lord of the Flies Comprehension Questions

Directions: Answer all questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper.  The questions will be due the day of your Quiz on Chapters 1-7 (September 28th).  You may handwrite or type your responses.  If they are handwritten, please keep them very neat. {35 points}

Chapter 1: “The Sound of the Shell”

1. How did the boys end up on the island together? (Who are they, where are they from, what were they doing?)

2. What is the most important thing these boys do when they all get together? Why is this so important?

Chapter 2: “Fire on the Mountain”

3. At their first meeting, what three things does Ralph tell the boys that they learned on their “exploration”? What ground rule do the boys come up with at this meeting?

4. What do you think the conch represents/symbolizes?

5. What concern did the small boy with the mulberry birthmark bring to Ralph’s attention? How did the group respond to this little boy? How does Jack put the boys at ease?

6. What final thing does Ralph, as their leader, tell the boys they must do?

7. Once the boys made a big pile of wood, what did they realize? How did they overcome this problem?

8. What two new “rules” does Ralph make on top of the mountain?

9. What happened to the small boy with the mulberry birthmark? How do the boys react to this tragedy?

Chapter 3: “Huts on the Beach”

10. At the beginning of this chapter, what is Jack doing? What are Ralph and Simon doing? Where are all the other boys? What is Ralph’s frustration?

11. How productive are the meetings that the boys have?  How do you know?

12. At the end of this chapter, Ralph and Jack are looking for Simon. When they see him, how is he treating the littluns? What is he doing?

Chapter 4: “Painted Faces and Long Hair”

13. Why do Roger and Maurice kick over the sand castles of the younger children? Why does Roger, throwing stones at the littluns, aim just to miss?

14. What blood-thirsty chant has become part of their hunting ritual?

15. What definite stand does Ralph make?

Chapter 5: “Beast From Water”
16. Piggy disagrees with Jack on the point of fear. He says that there is nothing to fear on the island “Unless...”?

17. The meeting breaks down in confusion. Then, Jack defies the rules and starts talking without having the conch. When Ralph shouts to Jack, “You’re breaking the rules,” Jack responds, “Who cares?” What is Ralph’s response? What does Ralph mean by his response, and why is it significant?

18. Why does Piggy want Ralph to stay on as chief?

Chapter 6: “Beast from Air”

19. WHAT IS THE BEAST FROM THE AIR?

20. WHAT HAS RALPH FIXED HIS MIND ON THAT THE OTHERS SEEM TO THINK OF VERY LITTLE? WHY DO THEY NOT SEEM TO SHARE HIS CONCERN?

21. WHY IS EXPLORING THE CASTLE-LIKE ROCK FORMATION SUCH A SCARY PROPOSITION, AND WHO DOES IT?

22. RALPH INSISTS THAT THEY CHECK THE MOUNTAIN-TOP FOR THE BEAST AND RELIGHT THE FIRE. WHAT IS IT THAT THE OTHERS WANT TO DO?

Chapter 7: “Shadows and Tall Trees”

23. What is Ralph’s opinion of his appearance as the chapter begins?  What does Ralph long for?

24. What distracts the boys from their search for the Beast?

25. What do Ralph, Jack, and Roger find when they get to the top of the mountain?

